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TAGS: PFOR, LA 

SUBJECT: STOLEN LAOTIAN MISSION CAR 

1. MORNING OF NOVEMBER 5, A SECRETARY OF LAOTIAN MISSION 
PHONED AND REPORTED THAT CAR OWNED BY LAOS MISSION AND 
USED BY CHARGE D' AFFAIRES VITHAYA SOARENHO, HAD BEEN 
STOLEN FROM A GARAGE IN LEFRAK CITY, QUEENS. MATTER 
WAS REPORTED TO POLICE DEPT. SEVERAL HOURS LATER, WE 
RECEIVED REPORT THAT VEHICLE HAD BEEN FOUND IN FLUSHING 
MEADOW PARK. LAOTIANS WERE NOTIFIED AND PICKED UP CAR, 

WHICH WAS RELATIVELY UNDAMAGED. 

2. FOLLOWING DAY, LAOTIANS ADDRESSED NOTE VERBALE TO 
USUN EXPRESSING INDIGNATION PROTESTING INCIDENT AND 
REQUESTING REPORT IN INVESTIGATION MADE AND ACTION TAKEN. 

3. ON NOVEMBER 11, FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS WAS SENT BY 
LAOTIAN MISSION TO USUN STATING THAT ACCORDING TO INFORMATION 
OBTAINED FROM LEFRAK CITY SECURITY SERVICE, VEHICLE WAS 
"STOLEN BY TWO YOUNG JEWS" WHO TOOK IT TO A PARK AND 

HAD BEGUN TO SET FIRE TO IT WHEN THEY WERE PUT FLIGHT BY 
THE APPROACH OF A PASSERBY. NOTE STATES THAT LAOTIANS AWAIT 
WITH GREAT INTEREST RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION. 

4. BOTH NOTES HAVE VEEN CIRCULATED AS DOCUMENT OF 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON RELATIONS WITH HOST 
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LOUIS R. HAGE AND AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE, TOGETHER WITH 
POLICE REPORTS ON CASE. 

5. TWO POLICE REPORTS OBTAINED ON INCIDENT SHED VERY 
LITTLE LIGHT ON CASE. AS A RESULT, A FURTHER POLICE 
INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN REQUESTED. IN ADDITION, WE 
HAVE SPOKEN TO A LEFRAK CITY SECURITY OFFICIAL CON- 
CERNING STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO LEFRAK CITY SECURITY 
FORCES BY LAOTIANS. LEFRAK OFFICIAL DENIES CATEGORICALLY 
THAT ANY LEFRAK OFFICIAL ATTRIBUTED THEFT OF CAR TO "TWO 
YOUN JEWS." 

6 IN RESPONDING TO LAOTIANS WE INTEND INFORMING THEM THAT 
AN IRRELEVANT REFERENCE TO THE RELIGION OF INDIVIDUALS 
ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN A CRIMINAL ACT IS 
UNACCEPTABLE TO THIS MISSION. WE INTEND HAVING UN SEC- 
RETARIAT CIRCULATE OUR NOTE TO LAOTIANS. 
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